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GENERAL INFORMATION

BOX OFFICE HOURS

MONDAY - FRIDAY | 12PM - 5PM

MONDAY - FRIDAY PERFORMANCE DAYS | 12PM - CURTAIN
SATURDAY | 2PM - CURTAIN

SUNDAY | 12PM - CURTAIN

LATE ARRIVALS

Patrons arriving late will be seated at the House Manager’s discretion.

NO STANDING
No standing is permitted in the back of the theatre. If you become uncomfortable and/or have
to move out of your seat for any reason, you may stretch your legs in the upper or lower lobby.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Please turn off all electronic devices that light up or make noise. Please, no texting. The taking
of pictures and/or recordings (audio or video) is prohibited; the device may be taken from you
and held until after the show.

EMERGENCY CALLS

If you anticipate the need to be reached in the event of an emergency, you may leave your
name and seat number with the House Manager. A House Manager will also be available in
the House during the run of the show. Our emergency contact number is 616 632 2996. In the
event that someone is not available at this number, Aquinas College Campus Safety’s number is
616 632 2462; a dispatcher is available 24/7.

YOUNG AUDIENCE

Most Main Stage productions are geared toward mature audiences and may not be appropriate
for younger audiences. Our Magic Circle productions provide wonderful family entertainment
and an introduction to the live theatre experience. Please call the box office at 616 456 6656 for
information on age appropriateness of any of our shows. Children below school age may not
attend our Main Stage productions. Please, no babes in arms or toddlers. At no time can a child
enter the auditorium without a ticket.

SPECIAL PATRON SERVICES

An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use, please switch your
hearing aid to “T."” Handicapped and wheelchair seating is available and easily accessible.
When reserving tickets, please notify the box office personnel of any special needs or seating
requirements.

SMOKING

Aquinas College is a smoke-free campus.
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FINALE PARTNER LEVEL
CIRCLE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Warner Norcross + Judd
OFFICIAL HEADSHOTS
The People Picture Company

ACT 2 PARTNER LEVEL
THE MUSIC MAN
Centennial Securities
SEASON PRINTED MATERIALS
AllQuest
WEBSITE PROVIDER
Intellectual Ninjas

ACT 1 PARTNER LEVEL

THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG

Overhead Door

MAGIC CIRCLE: DOGS LOVE PANCAKES

Cheryl Grant Real Estate
MAGIC CIRCLE: DOGS LOVE PANCAKES
Spectrum Health Helen DeVos Children's Hospital

MAGIC CIRCLE: DOGS LOVE PANCAKES

Lainie's Angels

OPENING NIGHT PARTNER LEVEL
REHEARSAL SPACE PROVIDER
Western Michigan University Grand Rapids
OFFICIAL VIDEOGRAPHER
SJK Productions

COMMUNITY DIVERSITY, EQUITY, & INCLUSION
INTENTIONAL PROGRAMING SPONSOR

Steelcase

IN-KIND PARTNERS

TECH MEAL PROVIDER
KJ Catering
PRODUCTION & CONCERT PHOTOGRAPHER

Isabel Elise

This season is made possible with the support from the Wege Foundation, as well as the Michigan
Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, a partner Agency of The National Endowment for the Arts.
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SETLIST

THE SWEET SOUND OVERTURE

LIVING FOR THE CITY
Stevie Wonder

MONEY (THAT'S WHAT | WANT)
Barrett Strong

SHOP AROUND
The Miracles

PLEASE MR. POSTMAN
The Marvelettes

DO YOU LOVE ME?
The Contours

MY GUY
Mary Wells

DANCING IN THE STREET
Martha Reeves & the Vandellas

TEMPTATIONS & SUPREMES MEDLEY

| WAS MADE TO LOVE HER
Stevie Wonder

AIN'T NO MOUNTAIN HIGH ENOUGH |
Marvin Gaye & Tammi Terrell

HEARD IT THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE
Gladys Knight & the Pips

| WANT YOU BACK
The Jackson 5

STEVIE WONDER MEDLEY
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PRODUCTION STAFF

DARIUS YESENIA © VANESSA
COLQUITT COTTO ALLEN

CIRCLE
SUMMER
@CONCERT
SERIES
DEBRAL. KRISS
PERRY MACOMBER ASPINALL

CO-DIRECTOR/WRITER ... Darius Colquitt
CO-DIRECTOR/ CHOREOGRAPHER ................. Yesenia Cotto
CO-MUSICDIRECTOR ..o Vanessa Allen
CO-MUSICDIRECTOR ..o Debra L. Perry
LIGHTING DESIGNER ... Kriss Macomber
SOUND DESIGNER ... Kyle Aspinall
MUSICIANS
CO-MUSICDIRECTOR/KEYS ..o Vanessa Allen
CO-MUSICDIRECTOR/KEYS. ... Debra L. Perry
BASS L Ernie Figgures
SAXOPHONE .. e John Gist
GUITAR L Mitch Myers
DRUMS . Tiffany Pearson

TRUMPET . James Sawyer



WHO'S WHO | CAST

FATIMA BAWAH She/They (Vocalist)
appeared in this season’s production of
RENT and last season’'s production of
HAIR and will also be appearing in Circle’s
September production of Little Shop
Of Horrors (Chiffon). Other area shows
include The Laramie Project (Zubaida
Ula) at The Arts Coalition, The Crucible
(Tituba) at Shadblow Theatre, and Now
Here This (Woman 2), Sez She (Ensemble),
One of Our Own (Kacey), and Antigone
(Nurse) at Aquinas Theatre. Fatima is a
recent Aquinas College graduate with a
double major in theatre performance,
psychology, and a music minor.

MICHAEL DAVIS ARNOLD He/Him
(Vocalist) appeared previously in last
season’s production of HAIR, American
Graffiti in Concert, and in the 2019
production of Joseph & the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat. He will also
be appearing in Circle's upcoming
production of Little Shop of Horrors.
Recent area shows include Pipeline
(Dun), Kinky Boots (Angel), Hello Dolly!
(Barnaby), Sister Act (Eddie Souther),
and Fabulation or Re-Education of Undine
(multiple roles). Michael currently
works as the HR Recruiter for Williams
Distributing. | want to thank God, my
family, friends, and teachers/coaches for
their continued support and guidance.

DENNIS DENT He/Him (Vocalist) made
his official Circle debut in RENT after
appearing in the Michigan Drag/Circle
Theatre Supperclub Broadway Cabaret.
Previous shows include Piano Lesson
at Kalamazoo Civic Theater, Fences at
Mes Amis Theater Guild, A Raisin in the
Sun at Governors State University and a
host of musical productions during the
40th Anniversary season of the Black
Ensemble Theater in Chicago, IL. Dennis
will also be appearing later in the season
in The Music Man (Harold Hill) and Little
Shop of Horrors. Dennis currently leads
Diversity Equity and Inclusion at Seattle
Genetics (SeaGen), a biotech company in
Bothell Wa.

AMARA GRAJEWSKI She/They
(Vocalist) first appeared on the
Circle stage as Dionne in last season’s
production of HAIR Other area shows
include Disney’s Beauty and The Beast
(Lumiere), Sister Act (Dolores VanCartier),
and Into The Woods (Cinderella) at
Northview High School, and Frozen (Elsa)
and Footloose (Urleen) at StageGR. When
not performing, Amara loves to write
poetry and take photos. Special thanks to
my Grandad and my best friend Kaylin for
all of their love and support!

DANAH MONTGOMERY She/They
(Vocalist) made their first appearance
on the Circle stage in this season’s
production of RENT. Area shows include
The Wolves and Queer Stories at Actors’
Theatre, Lines at Ebony Road Players
and Pride & Prejudice at Calvin College.
Danah, a community organizer (actively
pursuing liberation for Black People) and
a doula, serves as the community giving
officer at the Grand Rapids Community
Foundation. Special thanks to my family
for teaching me to always take up space.

ERICA SOTO She/They (Vocalist) a
commercialactress, Ericaappearedearlier
this season in Nobody Does It Better: The
Music Of James Bond, as Sally Bowles
in last season’s production of Cabaret,
and as Margaret Fuller Slack/ Elizabeth
Childers in Circle's virtual production
of The Spoon River Anthologies. Erica
recently opened for Leslie Odom Jr. in
the Grand Rapids Symphony of Soul, was
featured in Black, Bold and Beautiful:
Onward Together and Broadway at the
Ballpark at Grand Rapids Civic Theatre.
Erica is a local artist, bi-lingual educator,
community activist, and President of the
nonprofit organization, BL?END. They
are passionate about performing and
are excited to join this incredible cast!
Special thanks to my amazing children and

support system!



WHO'S WHO | CAST

CARTER STROBEL He/Him (Vocalist)
made his Circle debut earlier this season
in Nobody Does It Better: The Music Of
James Bond and will also appear later in
the season in the concert Under Pressure:
The Music of Queen & David Bowie. He
began his career on the stage in youth
theatre at Forest Hills Public Schools with
appearances in Matilda (Trunchbull),
Shrek (Donkey), Disney’s Little Mermaid
(Sebastian), The Addams Family Musical,
and Footloose to name a few. Other area
shows include Alexander in the Terrible,
Horrible.... and Sleepy Hollow at Grand
Rapids Civic Theatre. Carter returns
to West Michigan to attend Western
Michigan University after spending a year
studying musical theatre at Shenandoah
University. When not performing, he
loves playing basketball and making
music on the piano. Special thanks to my
parents for always being so supportive in
whatever | choose, Love you guys.

NIO WALTON He/Him (Vocalist)
previously appeared in this season’s
RENT and in last season’s production
of HAIR (Tribe Member) and Superior
Donuts (Franco). When not on stage,
the Grand Rapids Community College
alum’s (where he appeared in several
productions) interests include fashion
design.
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WHO'S WHO | PRODUCTION STAFF

VANESSA ALLEN She/Her (Co-Music
Director) has served as Music Director
for Circle Theatre, Muskegon Civic
Theatre, Western Michigan University
Theatre, Muskegon High School Theatre,
Muskegon Heights High School Theatre,
and Ottawa Hills High School Theatre
productions. Circle productions include
Crowns, Ain’t Misbehavin’, Smokey
Joe’s Cafe, The Marvelous Wonderettes:
Caps & Gowns, Carrie The Musical, A
Chorus Line, Joseph & The Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat, Always... Patsy
Cline, and Cabaret. Vanessa will also be
collaborating/co-music directing again
this season with her long-time friend
Debra Perry on The Music Man. Other area
credits include The Wiz and Tambourine
To Glory. A graduate of Muskegon
Community College, Hope College,
Western Michigan University, and Grand
Valley State University, she is a fine arts/
shared time teacher with Grand Rapids
Public Schools who enjoys working within
organizations that provide access and
opportunities for equity and inclusion.
Vanessa is the proud wife of Rev. Larry D.
Allen for more than 34 years, the mother
of DeShaun and Derek Allen, and the
bonus mom of Darius Carson, Javonna
Allen, and Ramon Allen. A special thanks
to my family for all their love and support.

KYLE ASPINALL (Sound Designer)
Circle credits include The Gin Game,
Always... Patsy Cline, A Few Good Men,
A Chorus Line, and as sound designer
for Circle’'s Summer Concert Series for
the 2017-2021 seasons. Kyle also recently
served as sound designer for Another
Antigone at Jewish Theatre Grand Rapids.
Stage managing credits include All The
Way (Grand Rapids Civic Theatre). He
attended Central Michigan University
and is employed by Karona by Jeld-Wen.
Thanks goes to everyone who | have
worked with in a production. We together
create shows.

DARIUS COLQUITT He/Him (Co-
Director/Writer) previously appeared
in this season’s RENT as Tom Collinsandin
last season’s virtual production of Father
Comes Home From The Wars, Parts |, Il & 111.
Previous regional credits include: Passing
Strange (Franklin/Joop/Venus) and Hit
The Wall (Carson) at Actors’ Theatre, The
Whipping Man (Simon) at Jewish Theatre
Crand Rapids, The Diviners (Buddy
Layman) and Blue/Orange (Christopher)
at Grand Rapids Community College
Players and The Meeting (Malcolm X) at
Ebony Road Players. Darius maintains his
self-titled artistic entity (Darius Colquitt
& Company) through which he curates
art for countless clients & tours his
own original solo works. He is also the
Founder & Producing Artistic Director of
BAM Talent. Thank you to Lynne, Lynn, &
the entire Circle Staff for the platform. To
every artist I've worked with in process:
You are all outstanding. Please, know you
are all so much more than just the sum of
your abilities. NEVER stop trusting. NEVER
stop believing. NEVER stop dreaming.
Lastly, | dedicate this performance to the
memory of my partner, Glendon-Tyler
Ashmon. It’s because you re-lit my life that
I shine so brightly. I love you. Thank You for
being my Angel.



WHO'S WHO | PRODUCTION STAFF

YESENIA COTTO (Co-Director/
Choreographer) returns to Circle after
appearing in last season’s production of
Cabaret. Area roles include Ani/Sasha/
Callie in Gloria at Actors Theatre, Elsie
in Philadelphia Story at Grand Rapids
Civic Theatre, Martha in A Happy
End at Grand Rapids Jewish Theatre,
and Marianne in Constellations and
Elizabeth in Wilderness at Grand Rapids
Community College. She also appeared
as Frenchie in Grease at Northiview High
School. Yesenia currently attends Grand
Rapids Community College where she is
studying Theatre and Communications
in addition to working as an Assistant
Manager at Biggby Coffee. Special Thanks
to my beautiful mother and my amazing
sister for supporting me throughout this
journey and my family and friends for
being so encouraging!

KRISS MACOMBER She/Her (Lighting
Designer) Kriss has been rocking a light
board in the theater circles of Grand
Rapids since 2012, in which she has been
a part of over 100 plays, musicals and
concerts. Some of her favorite Circle
shows include Altar Boyz, Nine, Moby Dick
The Musical, and Fun Home. Other area
shows include Rocky Horror Picture Show,
American Idiot, Side Show, and Passing
Strange at Actors’ Theatre, Esther The
Musical at Jewish Theatre, Ragtime and
Ring of Fire at Grand Rapids Civic Theatre,
and the first show she ever designed This
Is Our Youth at Grand Rapids Community
College. Special Thank You to Catie for
having the courage to train a girl with
no tech experience and teaching me the
importance of Shift / Update! To all the
wonderful friends | have made in this realm
of community theatre who have made me
laugh and brought joy to my heart onstage
and off - Thank You for being here - You
Matter!!! And to my Mama for always
loving me - keep being a rockstar - you're
my inspiration to never give up!

DEBRA PERRY She/Her (Co-Music
Director). Past Circle musician credits
include: Smokey Joe’s Cafe, Ain't
Misbehavin, and A Chorus Line. Debra
served as music director for this season'’s
production of RENT. She served as co-
music director with her long-time friend
Vanessa Allen for last season’s Always...
Patsy Cline, Cabaret and will again for
the upcoming production of The Music
Man. She will also be directing the music
for this season’s Circle concerts Divine
Divas and Soul Groove. Deb began her
musical career at age 6 and has mastered
10 instruments including drums, bass
guitar, organ, piano, and saxophone.
She is a music educator of 27 years with
Grand Rapids Public Schools, obtained
a BA in Music Education from Calvin
College, an MA in Music Education
from Western Michigan University, and
an MA in Educational Leadership from
Grand Valley State University. Debra has
been the recipient of numerous awards
including the distinguished Ethel Coe
Giant’s Award. She is a noted songwriter
and arranger and has composed works
for national artists and has orchestrated
full- scale works for the Grand Rapids
Symphony and Westshore Symphony.
Debra founded her own chorale Majestic
Praise and is CEO of Joint Heir Music
Group, her own record label, and Joint
Heir Music Studios.



JOIN US ON THESE SELECT NIGHTS
WHEN WE SERVE CRAFT BEER & WINE
PRE-SHOW, INTERMISSION*

AND POST-SHOW.

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT CIRCLE THEATRE.

LOBBY BAR NIGH TS

JUNE 3 THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG
JULY 15 THE MUSIC MAN
JULY 18 GET READY: THE MUSIC OF MOTOWN
JULY 25 DIVINE DIVAS:
ICONIC WOMEN OF POP

AUGUST 12 ON GOLDEN POND
AUGUST 15 SOUL GROOVE:
THE HITS OF R&B & SOUL

AUGUST 22 UNDER PRESSURE:
THE MUSIC OF QUEEN & DAVID BOWIE

SEPTEMBER 9 LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
SEPTEMBER 28 HALLOWEEN MOVIES ON THE LAWN
OCTOBER 1 HALLOWEEN MOVIES ON THE LAWN

Bar opens 30 minutes before show-time.
*When Applicable



