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GENERAL INFORMATION

BOX OFFICE HOURS

MONDAY - FRIDAY | 12PM - 5PM

MONDAY - FRIDAY PERFORMANCE DAYS | 12PM - CURTAIN
SATURDAY | 5PM - CURTAIN

SUNDAY | 1PM - CURTAIN

LATE ARRIVALS

Patrons arriving late will be seated at the House Manager’s discretion.

NO STANDING
No standing is permitted in the back of the theatre. If you become uncomfortable and/or have
to move out of your seat for any reason, you may stretch your legs in the upper or lower lobby.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Please turn off all electronic devices that light up or make noise. Please, no texting. The taking of
pictures and/or recordings (audio or video) is prohibited; the device may be taken from you and
held until after the show.

EMERGENCY CALLS

If you anticipate the need to be reached in the event of an emergency, you may leave your name
and seat number with the House Manager. A House Manager will also be available in the
House during the run of the show. Our emergency contact number is 616 632 2996. In the event
that someone is not available at this number, Aquinas College Campus Safety’'s number is
616 632 2462; a dispatcher is available 24/7.

YOUNG AUDIENCE

Most Main Stage productions are geared toward mature audiences and may not be appropriate
for younger audiences. Our Magic Circle productions provide wonderful family entertainment
and an introduction to the live theatre experience. Please call the box office at 616 456 6656 for
information on age appropriateness of any of our shows. Children below school age may not
attend our Main Stage productions. Please, no babes in arms or toddlers. At no time can a child
enter the auditorium without a ticket.

SPECIAL PATRON SERVICES

An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use, please switch your
hearing aid to “T.” Handicapped and wheelchair seating is available and easily accessible.
When reserving tickets, please notify the box office personnel of any special needs or seating
requirements.

SMOKING

Aquinas College is a smoke-free campus.

0SS

CIRCLETHEATRE.ORG | 616 456 6656
BOX OFFICE | 1703 ROBINSON RD SE
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Proudly supporting
Circle Theatre's
commitment to the
community

As one of Michigan's largest
law firms, we're focused
on providing the best legal
solutions and exceptional client
service to organizations around
the world. Learn about our legal
services and commitment to
community at wnj.com.

Warner

Bloomfield Hills | Detroit
Grand Rapids | Holland
Kalamazoo | Lansing
Macomb County | Midland
Muskegon



STAFF & CREATIVE

Lynne Brown Tepper Jordan lvezaj

Executive and Artistic Director Marketing & Outreach Intern

Shannon Heldt Jacob Reinstein, Indigo Ulmor

Marketing & Outreach Coordinator Carpentry Interns

Mary Jo Denolf Sydney Hartmann

Patron Services Manager Patron Services Intern

Lisa Mathias Hunter Denkema, Kikka Go, Jordan Malone

Financial Accounts Coordinator Drew Heugli, Gabrielle Lee, Emelia Shaw,
Michaela Faith, Fiona Walsh, Kerrigan

Kelsey Edwards Smedley

Resident Scenic Designer Box Office Associates

& Technical Director

Ashlee Lambart Photography
Sam Verburg Official Photographer
Master Electrician/Assistant Technical Director

Everything Under the Sun
Jess Luiz Official Headshot Photographer
Costume Shop Manager

SJK Video Productions

Production & Archival Videographer

Caroline Cahoon
Production Graphics

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

We collectively acknowledge that Grand Rapids Circle Theatre
occupies the ancestral, traditional, and contemporary Lands of
the Anishinaabeg - Three Fires Confederacy of Ojibwe, Odawa,
and Potawatomi peoples. The Grand Rapids Circle Theatre is built
on native land of The Three Fires People, as they are indigenous to
this land. We understand that we are guests on this native land,
and in doing so we would like to acknowledge the histories and
traditions of the The Three Fires People. It is important to us that
we are continuously advocating for diversity, equity and inclusion
(DEI) in our community.



FINALE PARTNER LEVEL

CIRCLE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Warner Norcross + Judd

OFFICIAL HEADSHOTS
Everything Under the Sun | Artwork & Photography

ACT 2 PARTNER LEVEL

SEASON PRINTED MATERIALS
AllQuest

WEBSITE PROVIDER
Intellectual Ninjas

OFFICIAL VIDEOGRAPHER
SJK Productions

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER
Ashlee Lambart Photography

COMMUNITY EQUITABLE ACCESS
PROGRAM PARTNER

Steelcase

IN-KIND PARTNERS

TECH MEAL PROVIDER
KJ Catering

This season is made possible with the support from the Wege Foundation,
as well as the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs,
a partner Agency of The National Endowment for the Arts.
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CONCERT SET LIST

When The Saints Go Marching In

LOUIS ARMSTRONG

Hi De Ho Man
CAB CALLOWAY

What A Wonderful World
LOUIS ARMSTRONG

Take The A Train
DUKE ELLINGTON

Frank Sinatra Medley
FRANK SINATRA

Tenderly
SARAH VAUGHN

A-Tisket A-Tasket
ELLA FITZGERALD

It Don’t Mean A Thin
ELLA FITZGERALD/PHYLLIS HYMAN

God Bless The Child
BILLIE HOLIDAY

Unforgettable
NAT KING COLE & NATALIE COLE

All Blues
MILES DAVIS

Great Pumpkin Waltz
VINCE GUARALDI TRIO

Take 5
DAVE BRUBECK

Linus & Lucy
VINCE GUARADLI TRIO

Feeling Good
NINA SIMONE

George Benson Medley
GEORGE BENSON

Chicken/Feels So Good/Rise

GACO PASTORIUS/CHUCK MANGIONE/HERB

ALPERT

The Lady Wants To Know
MICHAEL FRANKS

Just the Two of Us
GROVER WASHINGTON

Drive
BOBBY MCFERREN

Chameleon / Rockit
HERBIE HANCOCK

Blue Miles
CHICK COREA

Angela (Theme from “Taxi”)
BOB JAMES

After the Dance
FOUR PLAY FT. EL DEBARGE

No Rhyme, No Reason
GEORGE DUKE

When Your Life Was Low
JOE SAMPLE & LALAH HATHAWAY

Better Than Anything
NATALIE COLE & DIANA KRALL

Don’t Know Why
NORAH JONES

Guess Who | Saw Today
SAMARA JOY

Boogie Down
ALJARREAU



VOCALISTS

Jake Doctor
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PRODUCTION STAFF

Vanessa Allen

CIRCLE
SUMMER
CONCERT
SERIES
Julian "PJ” Sam Verburg
Robinson
Director/MUSIC DIr€CION . ...c.cuiiiieieiiieeiee e Vanessa Allen
Director/MusicDireCtor. ..o DebraPerry
Lighting Designer/Technician.........ccevevvnnnnnnnsseeeesee, Sam Verburg
Sound Designer/Technician........c.ccoeeeinireeeineeeeees Julian"PJ"Robinson
MUSICIANS
GUITAR ettt ettt Tommy Cutts
B A S Sttt es John Parker
KEY'S Lttt s Vanessa Allen
KEY'S Tttt Debra Perry
DRUMS ..ttt ettt ne bt Mark Weymouth
TRUMPET. ...ttt Dr. James Sawyer

SAXOPHONE.......cotttte ettt sttt ne John Gist



WHO'S WHO | VOCALISTS

Keon Atkins He/Him past credits include
Songs in the Kay of Stevie (Vocalist) at
Circle Theatre; Once on This Island (Papa
Ge), Suzannah by Carlisle Floyd (Lil Bat),
The Marriage of Figaro (Don Basillo),
Singing in Place Series (OGR), | Dream,
Samson and Delilah, and The Gondoliers
by Gilbert and Sullivan (Marco) at various
Theaters and Operas including Grand
Rapids Civic Theatre, West Michigan
Opera Project, Opera Grand Rapids,
and West Michigan Savoyards; Soloist
and chorister for Holland Chorale, Park
Church, Marvin Winans, and other
organizations. Keon graduated from
the University of Michigan in 2009 and
currently works as a Statewide Program
Lead for Consumers Energy.

Donald Curry He/Him most recent
performance was Black, Bold, and
Beautiful at Grand Rapids Civic Theatre.
Some of his favorite theatre credits
include: Hands on a Hardbody (Ronald
McCowan) at Circle Theatre, Parade
(Newt Lee) with Exit Left Theatre
Company, Ragtime (Harlem Ensemble)
and Sister Act (Ensemble) at Grand Rapids
Civic Theatre, and Hairspray (Seaweed at
The Historic Red Barn Theater. Donald is a
GVSU graduate and works at MillerKnoll.
He also works in the theatre department
at West Ottawa Public Schools. “Thank
you to my wife, Autumn, for her love and
support.”

Jake Doctor He/Him Previous Circle
appearances include Freaky Friday, Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
and the concerts ABC: Boy Band Evolution
and Hits of the ‘80’s Vol. 2. Jake will also
be appearing in the upcoming Circle
concerts, Purple Reign and Jazz: Now &
Then. Other area credits include Kinky
Boots, Elf and Matilda (Grand Rapids Civic
Theatre). Jake is a graduate of Aquinas

College as well as a vocalist with the Blue
Water Kings band. “Thanks mom!”

Imelda Hay She/Her is a brand new face to
Circle Theatre and we're so happy to have
her in our Summer Concert Series this
season! Imelda’s interests include music
production, social media management,
and caring for her elderly pet rabbit,
Malachi.“Thank you to my friends at
WMCAT for encouraging me throughout
this process.”

Shannon Heldt She/Her is making her
Summer Concert Series debut and
she couldn’t be more excited! Other
Circle Theatre credits include The Three
Musketeers (Aramis) in 2023 and The Play
That Goes Wrong (Poppy/Stagehand) in
2022. Shannon is a 2023 graduate from
Aquinas College is currently full time as
the Marketing and Outreach Coordinator
for Circle Theatre. In her free time, she
loves to paint, draw, read, and she runs
her own photography business! “Thank
you to my wonderful family and boyfriend
for all of their unending suuport!”

Kayleigh Kuklewski She/Her is a
famliar face to the Circle stage! She has
been involved in Circle Theatre stage
productions, as well as being a vocalist in
our Summer Concert Series. Kayleigh is a
Grand Rapids native and has been singing
professionally since age 10. Kayleigh
studied musical theater performance
at Columbia College in Chicago. She has
been involved in productions at Grand
Rapids Civic Theatre, Circle Theatre,
Shadblow Theatre, DeVos Performance
Hall, and was featured in a cabaret at the
Duplex in New York City. Today, she is a
stay at home mom; her greatest joy to
date is being wife to James and mom to
Parker and Jo.



WHO'S WHO | VOCALISTS

Mary Kate Murnen She/Her Circle Main
Stage credits include Always Patsy Cline
(Louise), Freaky Friday (Mrs. Meyers/
Ensemble), Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor ~ Dreamcoat  (Narrator/
Understudy), On The Town (Hildy) and
Carrie The Musical. Other area credits
include Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson,
Shrek The Musical (Dragon), Legally
Blonde (Enid Hoopes/Delta Nu) at Grand
Rapids Civic Theatre, If/Then at Actors
Theatre, Xanadu (Kira/Clio) at Betka-
Pope Productions, Sweeney Todd, and
Godspell (Morgan) at Grand Valley State
University, Once Upon A Matress (Jester)
at NF Theatre, and The Rocky Horror Show
at The Fusebox. Mary Kate is a graduate of
Grand Valley State University.

Mary Rademacher She/Her is a familiar
face to Circle audiences.She has appeared
in over 30 productions at Circle Theatre,
Civic Theatre, Robeson Players, Ladies
Literary Club, and Actors’ Theatre over
the vyears, beginning as Anybody's in
West Side Story at Circle in 1978, Pippin,
Lucky Stiff, Mack & Mabel and more.
She has also choreographed and/
or directed many musicals, including
choreographing at Circle for Guys & Dolls,
Lucky Stiff, Ruthless, and Magic Circle. A
graduate of Michigan State University,
she is a professional Singer/Entertainer/
Bandleader appearing in national jazz
festivals, themed revues, big band
concerts, symphonies, cabaret shows,
and more. Mary is a proud member of the
groovy 60’s vibe group, Viva! Blue Velvet.
She continues to sing mainly jazz, Great
American Songbook, and pop in clubs
and concert venues and has performed
in the Orient, Paris, Mexico, and across
the USA. She has been the Co-Director,
choreographer, and costume designer for
Kenowa Hills High School Performing
Arts since 2009.

Colin Tobin He/Him Circle Theatre credits
include Guys & Dolls, How To Succeed
in Business.....Trying and Hair. Colin, a
longtime Circle concert favorite, is a
member of the band The Soul Syndicate.
Past Circle concert appearances include
The Nobody Does It Better: The Music of
James Bond, Harmonizers, Hits of the ‘80’s
Vol. 1, Take It To The Limit: The Music of the
Eagles, Singer/Songwriters of the ‘70’s,
Arena Rock Anthems, Go Your Own Way:
The Music of Fleetwood Mac, Silver Screen,
Imagine All The People, The Music of Dirty
Dancing, Freebird: Classic 70’s Rock, Hits
of the ‘80’s Vol. 2 and ABC: Boy Band
Evolution.

Darci Beth They/She is a brand new face
to Circle Theatre and we're so happy to
have them in our Summer Concert Series
this season! She has preformed her entire
life, specializing in jazz, ballet, and swing
dancing. Some recent credits include
Carrie (Helen), 70 Girls 70 (Eddie), Frozen
(Anna, dance captain), Godspell (Morgan,
dance captain), and Cinderella (dance
captain).

Emily Wallin-Kale She/Her is making
both her Summer Concert Series debut
and Circle Theatre debut! Emily is
originally from Metro-Detroit and moved
to Grand Rapids in 2016. She graduated
from Oakland University in 2009 with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Musical Theater
Performance. She works in Auto Claims
and she and her husband, Jeremy, have
two cats (Russell and Candice). Emily is
an international cosplayer. She makes
costumes from anime, video games,
films, and television. When she is not
competing, Emily runs the international
preliminaries for the International
Cosplay League (Madrid, Spain), and
Cosplay World Masters (Lisbon Portugal)
at Youmacon in Detroit every autumn.



WHO’S WHO | PRODUCTION STAFF

Vanessa Allen She/Her (Director/Music
Director) has served as a Music Director
for Circle Theatre, Muskegon Civic
Theatre, WMU Theatre, Muskegon HS
Theatre, Muskegon Heights HS Theatre
and Ottawa Hills HS Theatre productions.
Circle productions include Crowns,
Ain’t Misbehavin’, Smokey Joe’s Cafe, The
Marvelous Wonderettes: Caps & Gowns,
Carrie The Musical, A Chorus Line, Joseph
& The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat,
Always Patsy Cline, Cabaret and The
Music Man. Vanessa also collaborated/
co-music directed last season with her
long-time friend Debra Perry on The Music
Man. Other area credits include The Wiz
and Tambourine To Glory. A graduate of
Muskegon Community College, Hope
College, Western Michigan University,
and Grand Valley State University, she is a
fine arts/shared time teacher with Grand
Rapids Public Schools and enjoys working
within  organizations that provide
access and opportunities for equity and
inclusion.

Debra Perry She/Her (Director/Music
Director) has a long relationship with
Circle Theatre. Her musician credits
include: Smokey Joe's Cafe, Ain't
Misbehavin, A Chorus Line, and Musical
director credits include Rent, Patsy Cline,
Cabaret, Music Man and more. Debra was
featured along with her long-time friend
Vanessa Allen in Circle’s Pop Up Concert
Series, in several virtual Circle concerts
and has served as music director for
several of Circle’s summer concerts. Deb
began her musical career at age 6 and has
mastered 10 instrumentsincluding drums,
bass guitar, organ, piano, and saxophone.
She is a music educator of 28 years with
Grand Rapids Public Schools, obtained a
BA and an MA in Music Education from
Western Michigan University, and an MA

in Educational Leadership from GVSU.
Debra has been the recipient of numerous
awards including the distinguished Ethel
Coe Giant's Award and the Grand Rapids
Symphony Malinda P. Sapp Legacy Award.
She is a noted songwriter and arranger
and has composed works for national
artists and has orchestrated full- scale
works for the Grand Rapids Symphony
and Westshore Symphony. Debra founded
her own chorale Majestic Praise and is
CEO of Joint Heir Music Group, her own
record label, and Joint Heir Music Studios.
Her business earned the Renaissance
Award from the Grand Rapids Area
Black Businesses Association. “Thanks
to family, friends and the Circle Theate
community.”

Sam  Verburg They/He (Lighting
Designer/Technician) is our newest
addition to the Circle Theatre team as
our Assistant Technical Director! Sam has
numerous credits as a lighting designer
for many theatrical productions. in the
West Ml area as well. Some of his lighting
design credits include Kill Move Paradise
and MacBitches (GRCC Players), Ada and
the Engine (Aquinas College), and Ma
Rainey’s Black Bottom (Circle Theatre). “I
would like to sincerely thank Catie Marlett-
Dreher for teaching me everything | know
about lighting, having the trust in my
abilities, and supporting me throughout
my journey in theater and in life. Thank you
for everything!”
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JOIN US ON THESE SELECT NIGHTS

WHEN WE SERVE CRAFT BEER & WINE

PRE-SHOW, INTERMISSION*

AND POST-SHOW.

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT CIRCLE THEATRE.
MAY 17 TICK, TICK...BOOM!
JUNE 14 YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH YOU
JULY 12 MONTY PYTHON'S SPAMALOT
JULY 15 DYNAMIC DUOS CONCERT
JULY 22 DANCE SENSATIONS CONCERT
AUGUST 9 A RAISIN IN THE SUN
AUGUST 12 PURPLE REIGN CONCERT
AUGUST 19 JAZZ NOW & THEN CONCERT
SEPTEMBER 6 URINETOWN
SEPTEMBER 9 DYNAMIC DUOS CONCERT
SEPTEMBER 16 DANCE SENSATIONS CONCERT

Bar opens 30 minutes before show-time.
*When Applicable



