A CIRCLE COMMUNITY PRIDE EVENT
EXHIBITION DATES: JUNE 9-28, 2025



STAFF & CREATIVE

Lynne Brown Tepper Annie Egan

Executive and Artistic Director Marketing & Outreach Intern

Shannon Heldt Hunter Denkema, Michaela Faith, Kikka Go,

Marketing & Outreach Coordinator Atlan Lasher, Gabrielle Lee, Jordan Malone,
Kerrigan Smedley, Fiona Walsh, Francesca

Mary Jo Denolf Varricchio

Patron Services Manager Box Office Associates

Lisa Mathias Ashlee Lambart Photography

Financial Accounts Coordinator Official Photographer

Kelsey Edwards James Duiven and Keira Lehan

Resident Scenic Designer Patron Services Interns

& Technical Director
Everything Under the Sun

Sam Verburg Official Headshot Photographer
Master Electrician/Assistant Technical Director

SJK Video Productions
EllyGene DeGraaf Production & Archival Videographer

Master Carpenter

Caroline Cahoon
Asher DeYoung and Ryan Heldt Production Graphics
Scene Shop Interns
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occupies the ancestral, traditional, and contemporary Lands of
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FEATURED ARTISTS

CAROLINE BELL THEY/THEM
1)Fluidity / 2)MTF 3) FTM 4) Trans

1) Photography, Chemigrams 2/3/4) / Intaglio print

PIECE DESCRIPTION

Fluidity is a creative visual exploration of my experience with identifying as gender-fluid and
queer. While this piece is only a vignette of my experience exploring my identity, the audi-
ence is invited into a surreal moment of my personification of what it feels like to experience

gender euphoria and dysphoria.

ARTIST STATEMENT

Hybridizing a digital self-portrait with the alternative process of chemigrams allows me to
personify my experience with gender dysphoria and euphoria. The subject matter is shown
hiding their face with their chest cut out. Removing this part of my body allowed me to create
a version of myself where | could experience gender euphoria. Infusing the chemigrams into
the surreal opening in my lower torso and having them pass through my face is essential for

me to represent the personified feeling of gender euphoria.

When viewing this piece, the audience is invited to interpret and reflect upon how gender is
a fluid spectrum. Sharing these stories helps generate a path to understanding ourselves and
each other better. When people understand something better, empathy and respect can be

created and conditioned in communities.

During the printing process of the Trans Intaglio printmaking series, | used ghost prints as
a metaphor for the transgender experience. Ghost prints—faint impressions created by re-
printing a plate without re-inking—embody a sense of presence and absence, echoing how

transgender individuals often navigate visibility and erasure within society.

These prints suggest a lingering trace, a memory of form that has shifted, yet still holds
meaning and impact. Just as a ghost print carries the residue of its original state, transgender
identities are frequently shaped by both what remains and what is redefined. The subtleties
and imperfections of the ghost image reflect the nuanced, layered, and deeply personal jour-

ney of gender identity, making visible what is often unseen or overlooked.

Through this technique, the series elevates transformation, transition, and authenticity as



FEATURED ARTISTS

central themes, honoring both the clarity and the ambiguity inherent in transgender lives.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Caroline Bell utilizes their platform in the arts to consistently grow as an artist, student and
one day international art education teacher. They are currently attending Grand Valley State
University where they are getting their Bachelor’s degree in Art Education.

In recent works, Caroline has been creating visual art that depicts how memory has shaped
their identity. They work in a wide variety of mediums and specialize in interdisciplinary
multi media installations. Through their work, Bell advocates for issues they are passionate

about and hopes to inspire empathy and positive change.

Professionally, Caroline Bell has taught both Visual Art and STEAM since 2019, including

at the Grand Rapids Art Museum and Interlochen Arts Camp. As an active artist, Bell has
had work exhibited internationally and across the state of Michigan, including at the Grand
Rapids Art Museum. They continue to teach Visual Art and actively practice as an artist to
promote and instill a holistic experience in the process.

https://www.carolinebellart.com

PIECE FOR SALE: Yes and Prints available
COST: $350/$15

BUX DHYNE sHE/THEY
Under the Hood

Paper & fabric collage, Acrylic & Oil/ Mixed Medium

PIECE DESCRIPTION
A bearded individual in drag and overalls “working” on a car, but instead of actually working
on the car they are spraying a pile of whipped cream into the engine block. The painting is

primarily blues and yellow.

ARTIST STATEMENT

Under the Hood is part of a 3 painting series exploring and dismantling gender stereotypes.
All of the models identify as part of the queer/LGBTQIA+ community and represent dif-
ferent identities within it. The iconography within the image touches on a range of topics,

referring to female car models, the idea all mechanics are men, pushing the limits on what
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gender is and what social cues we have been programmed to read. The ideas that are played
upon are layered and each viewer is likely to see a different stereotype or reference they

might relate to.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

I am a queer artist based in Grand Rapids, MI. who is dedicated to challenging the gen-

der binary. | hold a Master’s of Fine Arts in Painting (2021) and a Bachelor’s of Fine Arts in
Illustration (2007) from Kendall College of ARt & Design, with over 20 years of experience in

design, art, and illustration.

My fine art work centers around gender representation and deconstructing the gender
binary. | use performance art, public speaking, published writings and other create forms to

achieve this goal. | have also become a bit of a public figure since taking on this task.

I have a rich background in customer service, marketing, sales, event coordination & plan-
ning, teaching and management. Throughout my career, | have honed strong communica-

tion skills, essential for successful client and business interactions.

| excel as a problem solver, remaining composed under pressure and infusing humor into
tense situations. | bring creativity, organization, flexibility, and passion to my leadership
roles, both in my tasks and in fostering a sense of community. With experience in teach-
ing art at various levels, | prioritize patience, understanding, and excellent interpersonal
and communication skills. | am a highly motivated individual who believes in the power of
dreams and perseverance.

https://www.sbuxyd.com/

PIECE FOR SALE: Yes
COST: $2,800

EMMETT HEIN 71HEY/THEM
Trans joy!

Textiles

PIECE DESCRIPTION

A quilt made with repurposed fabrics and found materials.
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ARTIST STATEMENT
This quilt was made to celebrate Trans Day of Visibility in 2023.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Experienced Teacher with a demonstrated history of working with a diverse range of learners
of all ages and abilities levels. Skilled in Learning & Development, Curriculum Development,
Arts Integration and Learning Management Systems. Education professional with a Bach-
elor’s of Art in Art Education from School of the Art Institute of Chicago. Main classroom
focus is in Arts and Science integration and Social Emotional Learning strategies.

https://www.instagram.com/silverbee studio/

PIECE FOR SALE: No
COST: N/A

MOSS LEE THEY/THEM
Earth To Moss

Textile Garments

PIECE DESCRIPTION

Multi Colored crocheted dresses

ARTIST STATEMENT

Earth To Moss was created by fashion designer Moss Lee in January 2023. Their focus is
sustainability in fiber arts, creating their unique garments out of repurposed yarn. Moss
never follows the same process twice, taking inspiration from the colors and textures of the
yarn, making each creation genuinely one of a kind. “l couldn't replicate my dresses even if |

wanted to,” they admit.

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Moss Lee was born August 6th 2000, in small town Michigan. As a queer transgender artist
they have found home and community in Grand Rapids.

https://www.instagram.com/earth.to.moss?igsh=dXZjbTZ0anp2dnM1&utm source=qgr

PIECE FOR SALE: Commissions are available for sale / Renting available
COST: $350+ for custom garments / Rent out at $100



FEATURED ARTISTS

ASHLEE MCGREEVY SHE/HER
Body Study: Kyle/Aurora

Photography: 4x5 Polaroid Sheet Film

PIECE DESCRIPTION
(3) 13" x 16", Black frames and white mattes framing a single 4x5, Polaroid negative, dark-
room transfer. Images are silver gelatin prints. There is a series of 3 images presented in

order of 1, 2, 3 (labels indicating order).

ARTIST STATEMENT

After having been raised in the evangelical church in rural Michigan, coming out was difficult
to accept in myself and even more difficult to express. | was one of the lucky ones though.

In college | met a community that embraced me, took my fear and lifted it off my shoulders,
and allowed me to be myself without guilt. It was people like Aurora who reminded me

that being unwavering in who you are, standing in your own shoes (whether Birkenstocks or
heels), and being open and honest with the people around you are the truest forms of self-
love. | still look back on those hard days and remember the folks who made the path feel so
much safer - the old butch lesbians who taught me LGBTQIA+ history, the young queers
who were much braver than |, and the drag queens like Aurora who filled our nights with

bright lights, big laughs, and a lot of shimmering glitter.

This body of work was created while exploring the drag community in Michigan’s upper
peninsula. Although largely hidden at that time in this part of the state, the community was
still robust with deep connections to other LGBTQIA and drag communities in Milwaukee
and Chicago. These images represent the transition of local college student, Kyle, to drag

queen, Aurora.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

As a professional photographer with over ten years of experience I've had the pleasure to
work with a variety of clients - working with both individuals and large organizations. My
goal? To tell your unique story through imagery that’s not only eye catching, but also helps
build your visual identity. Whether you're just getting started or have a project already un-

derway, my job is to give you the visual tools that bring your story alive.

Experience can get you far, but my education and training in photography is where creativity
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meets skill. This versatility allows me to meet your project needs using creative approach-
es that render unique visual content. | earned a Bachelors of Art & Design from Northern
Michigan University and a Masters of Fine Art from Kendall College of Art & Design of Ferris
State University.

Currently | reside in Grand Rapids, Michigan where | continue to create photographic work

and focus on community engagement through visual and performing arts.

If you have ideas brewing please contact me at amlambart@gmail.com and let’s chat about
how we can bring your next project to life.

https://www.ashleelambartphotography.com/

PIECE FOR SALE: No
COST: N/A

CRAIG MERCHANT HE/HIM
The Breakup

Painting

PIECE DESCRIPTION
This 2D artwork incorporates subtle dimensional elements, created through a combination
of acrylic painting and reduction linocut techniques. Cut and layered paper adds depth and

texture. The piece is mounted in a shadowbox frame, designed for wall display.

ARTIST STATEMENT
This work explores the complexities of relationships—how deeply felt emotions can linger
even as people drift apart. Depicting two male figures in the aftermath of a breakup, the

piece captures the tension between intimacy and distance, connection and separation.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Artist Craig Merchant currently works and resides in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He received a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the University of Michigan. Artworks explore the rela-
tionship between nature and humanity, taking on a variety of forms. His focus is on out-
door public art installations, however he also creates mixed-media and 2D works. He has
displayed work in the United States Embassy in Botswana, Africa and at various galleries

throughout the state of Michigan and around the world.
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http://www.craigrhyan.com/

PIECE FOR SALE: Yes
COST: $150

THIAGO PORRAZ HE/HIM
Untitled Series 3

Acrylic

PIECE DESCRIPTION
A colorful checkered painting of the side of a person’s face, showing an ear with piercings

and a stretched earlobe.

ARTIST STATEMENT

This piece is among the first of an ongoing series of paintings | am creating of local trans
folks. The series, currently untitled, will explore themes of bodily autonomy for trans people
and the many ways we create safety, comfort, and belonging in our own bodies. From
haircuts to hormones, surgery to body modifications like tattoos and piercings, there are
countless ways we, as trans people, care for and create our bodies. In a time when anti-trans
laws are sweeping across the nation, it is vital to protect the right to make decisions about

our own bodies.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Thiago Porraz is a trans, queer, Hispanic artist living and working in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
He began his artistic education with two years of courses at Michigan State University and a
semester at Kendall College of Art and Design, before deciding to continue building his ar-
tistic skills as a self-taught artist. Though his foremost passion is acrylic painting, he enjoys
working in a variety of mediums including colored pencil, ink, gouache, and charcoal. Much
of his work explores themes of his lived experiences of queerness, trauma, and neurodiver-
gence.

https://thiagoporraz.square.site/

PIECE FOR SALE: Yes
COST: $600
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JESUS M. SOLIS He/HIM
Mi Vida/My Life

Mixed Media (photography & wood)

PIECE DESCRIPTION
A reflection of myself as | strived to change the status quo by fighting of LGTB equal rights.

ARTIST STATEMENT
Created in mid 1990, each panel representing my life, my family, my community and my

country.

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Visit his page at https://www.facebook.com/jess.solis.7737

PIECE FOR SALE: Yes
COST: $2,000

JEFFREY AUGUSTINE SONGCO HEe/HIM
A Coat of Many Colors

Textile/Garment

PIECE DESCRIPTION
Created for the 2019 production of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at Circle
Theatre.

ARTIST STATEMENT

| create immersive installations, sculptures, and performances that explore the intersections
of history, cultural identity, and collective memory. My work blends theatricality and pop-
ular culture with conceptual depth, using staged environments, sculptural elements, and
archival materials to investigate power, tradition, and the construction of knowledge.
Whether crafting large-scale public artworks, interactive installations, or fictional realities
like the Society of 23, | invite visitors to navigate between fact and fiction, past and future,
and personal and national mythologies. | am particularly drawn to the ways in which cele-
bration, ritual, and storytelling shape our understanding of place and belonging.

By employing materials ranging from self-portrait photography to pieces of colorful acrylic,
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from government documents to playful performances, | construct worlds that engage the
visitor as both participant and observer. My recent projects interrogate the language of
archives, the aesthetics of control, and the fluidity of historical narratives, encouraging

audiences to question who writes history — and how it might be rewritten.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Michigan-based artist Jeffrey Augustine Songco celebrates his personal journey within
American popular culture by examining the living symbols and objects that bring meaning
to his narratives. He sources from his own stories including hits like “the child of Catho-

"

lic Filipino immigrants,” “coming out,” and “moving from a city to a farm” to inform his
complex and immersive installations, digitally manipulated self-portrait photographs, and
flamboyant abstract sculptures. Jeffrey received a BFA from Carnegie Mellon University and
an MFA from San Francisco Art Institute and his artwork has been exhibited at the Gerald

R. Ford International Airport in Grand Rapids, Lamont Gallery at Phillips Exeter Academy in
New Hampshire, Mattress Factory in Pittsburgh, the Wing Luke Museum in Seattle, SPRING/
BREAK Art Show in New York City, and the Asian Art Museum in San Francisco. He is fea-
tured in the publication Queering Contemporary Asian American Art, and has contributed
writing to Art21Blog, Bad at Sports, HuffPost, and Hyperallergic.

https://www.songco.org/

PIECE FOR SALE: No
COST: N/A

LIBBY STEFANICH SHE/HER

Purple Guise
Photography

PIECE DESCRIPTION

Purple Guise reflects a movement in the way masculinity is being shaped—by and for men.
This portrait remonstrates the traditional binary by showcasing fashion as a language of
self-definition, not restriction. The garment, designed by Uduak Umoh (pictured), values

intention and fluidity while still expressing softness and structure.

ARTIST STATEMENT

The photo represents the men that break away from the traditional creations in the fashion
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industry and form individuality. In the image, the model showcases his personal creations in

his own creative expression.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

As a film student with a minor in journalism, | have a strong passion for visual storytelling.

I am the founder and president of Western Michigan University’s film club, Bronco Studios,
and the photo editor for the Western Herald. In addition to my journalistic work, | engage

in numerous photo and video projects, constantly exploring new ways to convey narratives
through media. My experience also includes working with WMUK as a social media manager.

https://stefanichelizabeth.myportfolio.com/work

PIECE FOR SALE: No
COST: N/A

ERIK HOLLADAY-MCCANN HE/HIM

Salt Flat Soundwave
Photography

PIECE DESCRIPTION

The image is a panoramic made by stitching together seven vertical frames. It captures the
vast, surreal beauty of the Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah-an unforgettable landscape that
feels like another place.

When | first created it, it reminded me of a soundwave

ARTIST STATEMENT

This photograph is a panoramic composed of seven vertical images, stitched together to
reveal the surreal expanse of Utah’s Bonneville Salt Flats. The vastness, light, and stillness of
the scene come together to create a frame that feels both otherworldly and grounded-ex-

actly the kind of bold, cinematic moment | love to chase with my camera.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

My name is Erik Holladay-McCann, the proud owner and operator of Holladay Photography.
I launched my own studio in Michigan in 2009, after leaving the press corps following 25
incredible years as a photojournalist, a career that | broke into at the (now unbelievable) age

of 14. Combining my passion for storytelling and documentary-style photography with my
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with my creative aesthetic derived from a bold cinematic standpoint in my photographs is

something | truly love and am privileged to do as a career.

Visual storytelling is my ultimate goal for any photograph. | first fell in love with that ap-
proach during my days in the news media, and that method has since served me well in my
private endeavors, especially with headshot photography, wedding photography, and high
school senior photos. | thrive on the challenge of finding those fleeting moments in everyday
life that demand to be captured and crafted into a work of art. When done well, it's some-

thing that can transcend genre and pull the viewer in deeper.

I love seeing the initial emotion dance across the faces of people when they first see my
work. If a piece of mine can evoke a real, unconscious reaction - love, joy, anger, sadness, etc.

- | consider that a success.

The act of chasing inspiration, conceptualizing and creating is another thing that | love. It's
similar to team driven sports. Something magical happens that everyone in the crowd can
sense when 5 or 10 players are all operating on the same frequency to pull off a spectacular
feat of athletic prowess. That is the same feeling | get when all the details come together to
make a beautiful and fulfilling photograph.

https://www.holladayphotography.com/

PIECE FOR SALE: Yes
COST: $579



HISTORY OF BPIH =

Pride Month is an annual celebration of the many contributions made by the LGBTQ+

community to history, society and cultures worldwide. In most places, Pride is celebrated
throughout the month of June each year in commemoration of its roots in the Stonewall
Riots of June 1969. However, in some areas—especially in the Southern Hemisphere—pride

events occur at other times of the year.

ORIGINS OF PRIDE MONTH

The roots of the gay rights movement go back to the early 1900s, when a handful of indi-
viduals in North America and Europe created gay and lesbian organizations such as the the
Society for Human Rights, founded by Henry Gerber in Chicago in the 1920s.

Following World War Il, a small number of groups like the Mattachine Society and the
Daughters of Bilitis published gay- and lesbian-positive newsletters and grew more vocal
in demanding recognition for, and protesting discrimination against, gays and lesbians. In
1966, for example, members of the Mattachine Society held a “sip-in” protest at Julius, a
bar in New York City, where they demanded drinks after announcing that they were gay, in
violation of local laws against serving alcohol to gays and lesbians.

Despite some progress in the postwar era, basic civil rights were largely denied to gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender people—until one night in June, 1969, when the gay rights

movement took a furious step forward with a series of violent riots in New York City.

As was common practice in many cities, the New York Police Department would occasion-
ally raid bars and restaurants where gays and lesbians were known to gather. This occurred
on June 28, 1969, when the NYPD raided the Stonewall Inn, a bar in the Greenwich Village
neighborhood of Manhattan.

When the police aggressively dragged patrons and employees out of the bar, several people
fought back against the NYPD, and a growing crowd of angry locals gathered in the streets.
The confrontations quickly escalated and sparked six days of protests and violent clashes
with the NYPD outside the Stonewall Inn on Christopher Street and throughout the neigh-
borhood.

By the time the Stonewall Riots ended on July 2, 1969, the gay rights movement went from
being a fringe issue largely ignored by politicians and the media to front-page news world-

wide.
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FIRST GAY PRIDE PARADE

One year later, during the anniversary of the Stonewall Riots, activists in New York City
marched through the streets of Manhattan in commemoration of the uprising. The march,
organized by the Eastern Regional Conference of Homophile Organizations (ERCHO) and the
Christopher Street Liberation Day Umbrella Committee, was named the Christopher Street
Liberation Day March.

In time, that celebration came to be simply known as the Gay Pride Parade. According to
activist Craig Schoonmaker, “I authored the word ‘pride’ for gay pride ... [my] first thought
was ‘Gay Power.’ | didn’t like that, so proposed gay pride. There’s very little chance for people
in the world to have power. People did not have power then; even now, we only have some.
But anyone can have pride in themselves, and that would make them happier as people, and
produce the movement likely to produce change.”

The march, which took place on June 28, 1970, is now considered the country’s first gay pride
parade. By all accounts, the New York City event was a stunning success, with an estimated
3,000 to 5,000 participants in the march, which stretched 51 blocks from Greenwich Village
to Central Park. Marches and parades also took place that June in Chicago, Los Angeles and

San Francisco..

GAY PRIDE MONTH

Over the years, gay pride events have spread from large cities to smaller towns and villag-
es worldwide—even in places where repression and violence against gays and lesbians are
commonplace. The atmosphere at these events can range from raucous, carnivalesque
celebrations to strident political protest to solemn memorials for those lost to AIDS or

homophobic violence.

In June 2000, President Bill Clinton officially designated June as Gay and Lesbian Pride
Month, in recognition of the Stonewall Riots and gay activism throughout the years. A
more-inclusive name was chosen in 2009 by President Barack Obama: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender Pride Month.

The origins of Gay Pride Month were also honored by Obama when, in 2016, he created the
Stonewall National Monument, a 7.7-acre around the Stonewall Inn where the modern gay

rights movement began.
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WHAT DOES LGBTQ+ STAND FOR
According to the Human Rights Campaign, LGBTQ+ is an acronym that stands for “lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (or “questioning”), with a “+" sign to recognize limit-

less sexual orientations and gender identities.

PRIDE CELEBRATIONS AROUND THE WORLD
Today, Gay Pride parades in many cities are enormous celebrations: The events in Sao Paulo,
Sydney, New York City, Madrid, Taipei and Toronto routinely attract up to 5 million attend-

ees.

The following U.S. Pride celebrations are planned for 2025.

- Washington, D.C. - May 23 - June 8, 2025.

- Los Angeles - June 5 - 8, 2025.

- NYC Pride March - June 25 - 29, 2025.

- Chicago - June 21 - 29, 2025.

- San Francisco: June 21 - 29, 2025.
As Pride Month has grown in popularity across the globe, criticism of the events has grown,
too. Some early organizers now decry the commercial influence and corporate nature of
Pride parades—especially when those corporations make donations to politicians who vote
against gay, lesbian and transgender rights.
Gay Pride events are nonetheless seen as vital protests against repression and isolation in
places such as Serbia, Turkey and Russia, where Pride parades have been met with antigay vi-
olence. Even in the United States, a rise in bloodshed, killings and threats at Pride and other

gay events and gatherings highlights the oppression the LGBTQ+ community still faces.

THE HISTORY OF PRIDE



WHAT’'S ON STAGE IN JUNE

** THE COMPLETE WORKS OF
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE ABRIDGED
JUNE 12-14|18-22 | 25-28

" AlI37 plays in 97 minutes! Three madcap men in tights weave their
wicked way through all of Shakespeare’s comedies, histories, and
tragedies in one wild ride that will leave you breathless and
helpless with laughter. Done at a whirlwind pace and with great
delight, this production can win over even the most skeptical
Shakespeare critics. An irreverent, fast-paced romp through the
Bard's plays, THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
(ABRIDGED) was London'’s longest- running comedy.

LATIN RHYTHMS
JUNE 16

The rhythm is going to get you as we celebrate the music of
renowned latin artists like Gloria Estefan/Miami Sound Machine,
Santana, Christina Aguilera, Shakira, J-Lo, Marc Anthony, Ricky
Martin, Richie Valens, Camila Cabello, Julio Iglesias, Selena, and
more. You won't want to miss this exciting night of unforgettable

music.

STYX AND STONES: THE MUSIC OF
Y STYX AND THE ROLLING STONES

JUNE 23

What happens when two of the most popular rock bands of all
time collide in one amazing concert? Join us for The Best of Times
and you will find out. You are guaranteed to get Satisfaction from
| this one-of-a-kind rock and roll experience. You Can't Always Get
What You Want but we're sure that Wild Horses won't be able to
drag you away from this amazing night of music. Featuring songs
like Renegade, Lady, The Grand lllusion, Babe, Lady, Start Me Up,
Sympathy For The Devil, Paint It Black, Beast of Burden and more.

LAND THE ROLLING STONES

GET TICKET CIRCLETHEATRE.ORG | 616.456.6656



