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GENERAL INFORMATION
BOX OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY | 12PM - 5PM
MONDAY - FRIDAY PERFORMANCE DAYS | 12PM - CURTAIN
SATURDAY | 5PM - CURTAIN 
SUNDAY | 1PM - CURTAIN

LATE ARRIVALS
Patrons arriving late will be seated at the House Manager’s discretion.

NO STANDING
No standing is permitted in the back of the theatre. If you become uncomfortable and/or have 
to move out of your seat for any reason, you may stretch your legs in the upper or lower lobby.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Please turn off all electronic devices that light up or make noise. Please, no texting. The taking of 
pictures and/or recordings (audio or video) is prohibited; the device may be taken from you and 
held until after the show.

EMERGENCY CALLS
If you anticipate the need to be reached in the event of an emergency, you may leave your name 
and seat number with the House Manager. A House Manager will also be available in the 
House during the run of the show. Our emergency contact number is 616 632 2996. In the event 
that someone is not available at this number, Aquinas College Campus Safety’s number is  
616 632 2462; a dispatcher is available 24/7.

YOUNG AUDIENCE
Most Main Stage productions are geared toward mature audiences and may not be appropriate 
for younger audiences. Our Magic Circle productions provide wonderful family entertainment 
and an introduction to the live theatre experience. Please call the box office at 616 456 6656 for 
information on age appropriateness of any of our shows. Children below school age may not 
attend our Main Stage productions. Please, no babes in arms or toddlers. At no time can a child 
enter the auditorium without a ticket.

SPECIAL PATRON SERVICES
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use, please switch your 
hearing aid to “T.” Handicapped and wheelchair seating is available and easily accessible. 
When reserving tickets, please notify the box office personnel of any special needs or seating 
requirements. 

SMOKING
Aquinas College is a smoke-free campus.

CIRCLETHEATRE.ORG | 616 456 6656 
BOX OFFICE | 1703 ROBINSON RD SE
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We collectively acknowledge that Grand Rapids Circle Theatre 
occupies the ancestral, traditional, and contemporary Lands of 
the Anishinaabeg – Three Fires Confederacy of Ojibwe, Odawa, 
and Potawatomi peoples. The Grand Rapids Circle Theatre is built 
on native land of The Three Fires People, as they are indigenous to 
this land. We understand that we are guests on this native land, 
and in doing so we would like to acknowledge the histories and 
traditions of the The Three Fires People. It is important to us that 
we are continuously advocating for diversity, equity and inclusion 
(DEI) in our community.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

STAFF & CREATIVE
Lynne Brown Tepper
Executive and Artistic Director
 
Shannon Heldt
Marketing & Outreach Coordinator

Mary Jo Denolf
Patron Services Manager

Lisa Mathias
Financial Accounts Coordinator

Kelsey Edwards
Resident Scenic Designer  
& Technical Director

Sam Verburg
Master Electrician/Assistant Technical Director

EllyGene DeGraaf 
Master Carpenter

Asher DeYoung and Ryan Heldt
Scene Shop Interns

Annie Egan
Marketing & Outreach Intern

Connor McLane and Jason Perez
Culture Corps Interns

Hunter Denkema, Michaela Faith, Kikka Go, 
Atlan Lasher, Gabrielle Lee, Jordan Malone, 
Kerrigan Smedley, Fiona Walsh, Francesca 
Varricchio
Box Office Associates

Ashlee Lambart Photography
Official Photographer

James Duiven and Keira Lehan
Patron Services Interns

Everything Under the Sun
Official Headshot Photographer

SJK Video Productions
Production & Archival Videographer

Caroline Cahoon
Production Graphics



This season is made possible with the support from the Wege Foundation, 
as well as the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, 

a partner Agency of The National Endowment for the Arts.

FINALE PARTNER LEVEL
CIRCLE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

Warner Norcross + Judd
OFFICIAL HEADSHOTS 

Everything Under the Sun | Artwork & Photography

ACT 2 PARTNER LEVEL
SEASON PRINTED MATERIALS 

AllQuest
WEBSITE PROVIDER

Intellectual Ninjas
OFFICIAL VIDEOGRAPHER

SJK Productions
OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER
Ashlee Lambart Photography

COMMUNITY EQUITABLE ACCESS 
PROGRAM PARTNER

Steelcase



CONCERT SET LIST
I Like It Like That Medley

PETE RODRIGUEZ / CARDI B

Rhythm is Gonna Get You
GLORIA ESTEFAN

On the Floor
JENNIFER LOPEZ & PITBULL

Fireball
PITBULL

La Bamba
RITCHIE VALENS

Oye Como Va
TITO PUENTE / SANTANA

Quimbara
CELIA CRUZ

Oriente
LA LUPE / TITO PUENTE

Aguanile
HECTOR LAVOE

Spanish Girl
JULIO IGLESIAS

My Shot/Immigrants
LIN MANUEL MIRANDA

Lo Que Le Paso a Hawaii
BAD BUNNY

Can You Feel the Beat
LISA LISA & CULT JAM

The Glamorous Life
SHEILA E.

Conga
GLORIA ESTEFAN FT. MIAMI 

SOUND MACHINE

Suavamente
ELVIS CRESPO

Bidi Bidi Bom Bom
SELENA

Genie in a Bottle
CHRISTINA AGUILERA

Livin’ La Vida Loca
RICKY MARTIN

Dreaming of You Tonight
SELENA

La Camisa Negra
JUANES

Hips Don’t Lie
SHAKIRA FT WYCLEF JEAN

Maria Maria
SANTANA

Havana
CAMILA CABELLO

Vivir Mi Vida
MARC ANTHONY

Despacito
LUIS FONSI FT JUSTIN BIEBER & 

DADDY YANKEE

Hero
ENRIQUE IGLESIAS

Preciosa
MARC ANTHONY

Try Everything
SHAKIRA

Bailamos
ENRIQUE IGLESIAS

You’ll Be Mine (Party Time)
GLORIA ESTEFAN

Let’s Get Loud
JENNIFER LOPEZ



VOCALISTS

Shannon Heldt

Starshawn Cook

Gabrielle Lee

Lilleigh Fawn
Christopher

Ben BaileyKeon AtkinsJosé Amorós

Nubia GomezRobbie Ellis Josie Gonzalez

Mitch Myers Alicia Scott

Erica Soto Chase Thiebaut

DANCERS
Layla Grice

Emma Kopen Byers
Jordan Allen



PRODUCTION STAFF

Julian “PJ” 
Robinson

MUSICIANS

Erica Soto Mitch Myers

Sam Verburg

Dirk Grasman

Torrey Thomas

DIRECTOR.........................................................................................................ERICA SOTO
MUSIC DIRECTOR........................................................................................MITCH MYERS
CHOREOGRAPHER.............................................................................TORREY THOMAS
LIGHTING DESIGNER/TECHNICIAN.....................................................SAM VERBURG
SOUND DESIGNER/TECHNICIAN.........................................JULIAN “PJ” ROBINSON

MUSIC DIRECTOR/GUITAR...........................................................................................Mitch Myers
BASS.....................................................................................................................................Debra Perry
KEYS..................................................................................................................................Mark Ramsey
PERCUSSION.....................................................................................................................Kevin Jones
TRUMPET.........................................................................................................................Max Colley III
DRUMS.............................................................................................................................Anthony Tyler



WHO’S WHO | VOCALISTS
Keon Atkins He/Him is a native of Flint, 
MI, and has graced the stages of Grand 
Rapids Civic Theatre, Grand Rapids Circle 
Theatre, and numerous West Michigan 
opera companies, including the West 
Michigan Opera Project (WMOP), Opera 
Grand Rapids, and West Michigan 
Savoyards.   Keon’s most notable credits 
include roles in Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom 
(Slow Drag), Once on This Island (Papa 
Ge), Susannah by Carlisle Floyd (Lil Bat), 
The Marriage of Figaro (Don Basilio), 
Singing in Place (OGR), I Dream, Samson 
and Delilah, and The Gondoliers by 
Gilbert and Sullivan (Marco).  He recently 
made his debut as a soloist at Carnegie 
Hall and has shared the stage with artists 
such as Neo, Lela James, and T.I. Keon 
is passionate about performing across 
many genres and regularly collaborates 
with esteemed organizations, including 
the Holland Chorale, Park Church, Circle 
Theater’s Summer Concert Series, Marvin 
Winans, Blue Water Kings, and many 
others.

Lilleigh Fawn Christopher They/She is a 
Grand Rapids-based entertainer, director, 
and playwright. Fawn is not a stranger 
to the Circle stage, having previously 
performed in The Music Man (Ensemble) 
in 2022, Urinetown (Ruby the Stockfish) 
last year, and this year’s season kickoff, 
The Music of Austin Powers. Other area 
credits include Chicago (Dancer/Swing) 
and The Rocky Horror Show (Phantom/
Janet U/S) with Betka-Pope Productions, 
Almost Maine (Glory & Sandrine) at 
LowellArts, and Another Antigone 
(Judy) at Jewish Theatre Grand Rapids. 
Fawn holds a Bachelor of Arts in Musical 
Theatre from Adrian College, and outside 
of their creative endeavors, they are a tour 
guide for Betka-Pope Productions and a 
substitute teacher for GRPS and other 
nearby school districts. “Special thanks to 

Erica Soto for always believing in me and 
holding space for my talents, as well as any 
family and friends in the audience today!”

Nubia Gomez She/Her is no stranger to 
the Circle stage! Nubia is a lover of the 
arts and a local director, music director, 
choreographer, designer, and performer. 
Some of her favorite local performance 
credits include Urinetown (Penelope 
Pennywise) at Circle Theatre , Cinderella 
(Marie/ Fairy Godmother) at Shadblow 
Theatre, and Once on This Island (Erzulie) 
at GRCT.  Nubia is passionate about 
children’s outreach and social justice, and 
in her free time, she enjoys board games, 
music, teen drama television, cooking, 
and enjoying some of the best snacks out 
there: gummy bears, Jell-O, and apple juice 
— preferably all at once. “Love to Munkee, 
Penguin, Grandpa Jordan, Michael, Bacon, 
my family for their unconditional love and 
support, and my #1 fan, my Mom. NARM.”

Josie Gonzalez She/Her Josie is so excited 
to be back performing on the Circle 
stage after taking a few years behind the 
production table. This is her first circle 
concert, but she’s no stranger to the 
stage, especially circle, having performed 
here in high school, college (Aquinas 
graduate 2022), and most recently in 
The Music Man (Alma Hix) for the 2023 
Circle season. Her directing credits at 
Circle include Joseph…Dreamcast (AD/
ASM) The Three Musketeers (Director) , 
Curious George and the Golden Meatball 
(Director), Spamalot (AD), and upcoming 
this season, Jesus Christ Superstar (co-
director). One of her favorite roles was 
Julia in The Wedding Singer at Bella-Pope 
Productions! When Josie isn’t performing 
or directing, she works at Walker Charter 
Academy as a kindergarten teacher and 
directs their drama program. She also 
teaches camps and classes at GR Civic 



WHO’S WHO | VOCALISTS
Josie would like to thank her family 
for always loving and supporting her, 
especially her grandparents, parents, 
sister, and fiancé. ¡Te amo mucho!

Shannon Heldt She/Her is thrilled to be 
back on stage for another summer of 
live music! When she isn’t performing, 
she proudly serves as Circle Theatre’s 
Marketing & Outreach Coordinator. 
Other Circle Theatre credits include The 
Three Musketeers (Aramis), The Play That 
Goes Wrong (Poppy/Stagehand), Purple 
Reign: The Music of Prince (Vocalist), and 
Jazz: Then & Now (Vocalist). Shannon is a 
2023 graduate of Aquinas College. In her 
free time, she loves to paint, draw, read, 
and runs her own photography business! 
“Thank you to my wonderful family and 
boyfriend for all of their unending support!”

Gabrielle Lee She/Her Past stage credits 
include Next to Normal (Diana Goodman), 
Lizzie the Musical (Emma Borden), and 9 
to 5 (Judy Bernly) with Aquinas College 
Theatre. Gabrielle is about to be a senior 
at Aquinas College, where she is studying 
Theatre with an emphasis on Musical 
Performance, with a minor in Music 
Theory. When not on stage, you can find 
her working the Box Office right here at 
Circle. Gabrielle extends her deepest 
thanks to her parents: “Thank you for 
believing in me and my dreams, even when 
they seem desperately out of reach.” 

Alicia Scott She/Her is making her Circle 
Theatre debut! Other stage credits include 
Grease (Betty Rizzo) at The Little Theatre, 
The Pajama Game (Mae) at The Shaw 
Theatre, and A New Brain (Rhoda) at Yorl 
Arena Theatre. Alicia graduated from 
Western Michigan University in 2008. 
She is a professional vocalist and a voice 
coach.  She is the co-founder and Artistic 
Director for SonicSymphony Events. In 

her free time, she enjoys drinking good 
coffee, pestering her cat with far too many 
kisses, and being the hype girl for her 
loved ones. “I’d like to thank my wonderful 
parents for continually encouraging me 
as a professional singer; my sweet and 
supportive husband, Matt; and of course, 
my cat, Fiona.”

Erica Soto They/She is no stranger to the 
Circle stage!  They are a Mom, Director, 
Producer with the Bluewater Kings Band,  
and Music Teacher at Grand Rapids Public 
Schools. Erica is passionate about creating 
theater experiences that allow her to 
incorporate her culture and highlight 
important elements and traditions that 
would otherwise not be seen. Earlier this 
Spring, Erica recently directed and won 
the Audience Choice Award for the Adult 
Drama category of Ten For All, as well as 
directed the first Citywide Drama Club 
production of Camp Rock The Musical 
at  GR Civic Theatre. “Special thank you 
goes out to my amazing family, my Afro-
Caribbean & indigenous Taino roots, 
my ancestors, & my team of incredible 
musicians who made this all possible.”

Chase Thiebaut He/Him is a newer face 
to the Circle community, first appearing 
in our Summer Concert Series last 
season! He is a 2017 graduate of Ball State 
University in Computer Science, 2019 
Master’s Graduate Human Computer 
Interaction Design, and is the Product 
Manager/User Experience Design at 
Jamstik MIDI Guitars. Chase was on the 
Price is Right in February, won a set of 
bongos, a rice cooker, sunglasses, and 
a grill island! “Thanks to my family who 
have always encouraged me and come to 
see my shows. It’s been a joy of my life to 
be close with my sisters and get to be close 
with my nieces and nephews as they have 
grown up.”



WHO’S WHO | PRODUCTION STAFF
Erica Soto They/She (Director) is 
no stranger to the Circle stage!  They 
are a Mom, Director, Producer with 
the Bluewater Kings Band,  and Music 
Teacher at Grand Rapids Public Schools. 
Erica is passionate about creating 
theater experiences that allow her to 
incorporate her culture and highlight 
important elements and traditions that 
would otherwise not be seen. Earlier this 
Spring, Erica recently directed and won 
the Audience Choice Award for the Adult 
Drama category of Ten For All, as well as 
directed the first Citywide Drama Club 
production of Camp Rock The Musical 
at  GR Civic Theatre. “Special thank you 
goes out to my amazing family, my Afro-
Caribbean & indigenous Taino roots, 
my ancestors, & my team of incredible 
musicians who made this all possible.”

Mitch Myers He/Him (Music Director)is 
back as a music director for Circle Theatre 
this season! Mitch has been with us since 
2010 as a pit musician for a number of past 
musicals. Mitch works as a professional 
musician and private lesson instructor. In 
his free time, some hobbies of his include 
music production, collecting vinyl records 
(he owns over 1,500!), and is a Criterion 
Collection enthusiast.

Torrey Thomas He/Him (Choreographer) 
began his relationship with Circle Theatre 
as a performer in the 2001 production of 
Chicago. Mr. TORREY THOMAS is a highly 
sought-after professional choreographer 
and dance instructor whose West MI 
choreography credits include: Grand 
Rapids Civic Theatre, Circle Theatre, and 
Actor’s Theatre. He specializes in Musical 
Theatre, Tap, Jazz, Contemporary, and 
Adult Dance. His infectious “Torreyisms” 
such as “Take it from the T.O.P.”, “Si Si”, 
“God Bless”, Please & Thank You”, and 

“In a Perfect World,” make his style of 
teaching PRICELESS! Visit mrtorrey.com 
to learn all things #torreography!

Dirk Grasman He/Him (Stage 
Manager) has a long history with Circle 
and has worked many backstage roles 
from dresser, deck crew, lights, assistant 
stage manager, and stage manager. Dirk 
has worked for Meijer for 27 years and 
has worked with the many community 
theatres here in GR for many years.

Sam Verburg They/He (Lighting 
Designer/Technician) Sam has numerous 
credits as a lighting designer for many 
theatrical productions. in the West MI 
area as well. Some of his lighting design 
credits include Kill Move Paradise and 
MacBitches (GRCC Players), Ada and the 
Engine (Aquinas College), and Ma Rainey’s 
Black Bottom (Circle Theatre). “I would 
like to sincerely thank Catie Marlett-Dreher 
for teaching me everything I know about 
lighting, having the trust in my abilities, 
and supporting me throughout my journey 
in theater and in life. Thank you for 
everything!”




