
2026 SEASON KICKOFF CONCERT



GENERAL INFORMATION
BOX OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY | 12PM - 5PM
MONDAY - FRIDAY PERFORMANCE DAYS | 12PM - CURTAIN
SATURDAY | 5PM - CURTAIN 
SUNDAY | 1PM - CURTAIN

LATE ARRIVALS
Patrons arriving late will be seated at the House Manager’s discretion.

NO STANDING
No standing is permitted in the back of the theatre. If you become uncomfortable and/or have 
to move out of your seat for any reason, you may stretch your legs in the upper or lower lobby.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Please turn off all electronic devices that light up or make noise. Please, no texting. The taking of 
pictures and/or recordings (audio or video) is prohibited; the device may be taken from you and 
held until after the show.

EMERGENCY CALLS
If you anticipate the need to be reached in the event of an emergency, you may leave your name 
and seat number with the House Manager. A House Manager will also be available in the 
House during the run of the show. Our emergency contact number is 616 632 2996. In the event 
that someone is not available at this number, Aquinas College Campus Safety’s number is  
616 632 2462; a dispatcher is available 24/7.

YOUNG AUDIENCE
Most Main Stage productions are geared toward mature audiences and may not be appropriate 
for younger audiences. Our Magic Circle productions provide wonderful family entertainment 
and an introduction to the live theatre experience. Please call the box office at 616 456 6656 for 
information on age appropriateness of any of our shows. Children below school age may not 
attend our Main Stage productions. Please, no babes in arms or toddlers. At no time can a child 
enter the auditorium without a ticket.

SPECIAL PATRON SERVICES
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use, please switch your 
hearing aid to “T.” Handicapped and wheelchair seating is available and easily accessible. 
When reserving tickets, please notify the box office personnel of any special needs or seating 
requirements. 

SMOKING
Aquinas College is a smoke-free campus.

CIRCLETHEATRE.ORG | 616 456 6656 
BOX OFFICE | 1703 ROBINSON RD SE



STAFF & CREATIVE
Lynne Brown Tepper
Executive and Artistic Director

Mary Jo Denolf
Patron Services Manager

Kelsey Edwards
Resident Scenic Designer  
& Technical Director

Shannon Heldt
Marketing & Outreach Coordinator

Jess Luiz
Costume Shop Manager

Lisa Mathias
Financial Accounts Coordinator

Sam Verburg
Master Electrician/Assistant Technical Director

Annika Bourassa, Hunter Denkema, 
Michaela Faith, Atlan Lasher, Gabrielle Lee,
Jordan Malone, Rhodey Matzke, Henry 
Vredevelt
Box Office Associates

Ashlee Lambart Photography
Official Photographer

Everything Under the Sun
Official Headshot Photographer

Aves Films
Production & Archival Videographer

Caroline Cahoon
Production Graphics

We collectively acknowledge that Grand Rapids Circle Theatre 
occupies the ancestral, traditional, and contemporary Lands of 
the Anishinaabeg – Three Fires Confederacy of Ojibwe, Odawa, 
and Potawatomi peoples. The Grand Rapids Circle Theatre is built 
on native land of The Three Fires People, as they are indigenous to 
this land. We understand that we are guests on this native land, 
and in doing so we would like to acknowledge the histories and 
traditions of the The Three Fires People. It is important to us that 
we are continuously advocating for diversity, equity and inclusion 
(DEI) in our community.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT



COMMUNITY EQUITABLE ACCESS 
PROGRAM PARTNER

Steelcase

ACT 2 PARTNER LEVEL
SEASON PRINTED MATERIALS 

AllQuest
WEBSITE PROVIDER

Intellectual Ninjas
OFFICIAL VIDEOGRAPHER

Aves Films
OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER
Ashlee Lambart Photography

AUDITION PARTNER LEVEL
OFFICIAL HEADSHOTS 

Everything Under the Sun | Artwork & Photography
KICKOFF PHOTOBOOTH 

MiPhotoBooth

IN-KIND PARTNERS
TECH MEAL PROVIDER

KJ Catering
SEASON KICKOFF CANDY PROVIDER

Sticky Fingers

This season is made possible with the support from the Wege Foundation, 
as well as the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, 

a partner Agency of The National Endowment for the Arts.





CONCERT SET LIST
New York, New York

Harper Valley PTA
Evergreen

Hopelessly Devoted To You
You’re the One That I Want

Moon River
Live and Let Die

Time Warp
The Rose
Waterloo

Rainbow Connection*
*VISIT THE BOTTOM OF THE PROGRAM TO FIND LYRICS AND SING-ALONG!

Boogie Shoes
Stayin’ Alive
Disco Inferno

You Should All Be Dancing
Got to Get You Into My Life

Theme From Shaft
Car Wash
Super Fly

Brand New Day
Last Dance



VOCALISTS

Will Korest

Ali JamalNubia GomezStarshawn Cook

Emily Wallin-KaleKatie Walker

Gwen SaulinoJoey Parks



WHO’S WHO | VOCALISTS
Starshawn Cook He/Him is thrilled to be 
singing in Circle Theatre’s Season Kickoff 
concert! Previously seen on our stage in 
Urinetown (Bobby Strong), Dreamgirls 
(Ensemble), and Latin Rhythms (Rapper/
Vocalist). Other credits include Frozen 
(Kristoff) and The Color Purple (Ensemble) 
at Grand Rapids Civic Theatre. When not 
performing, Starshawn enjoys skating, 
watching TV, and playing video games.

Nubia Gomez She/Her is a lover of the 
arts and a local director, music director, 
choreographer, designer, and performer.  
Some of her local performance credits 
include Urinetown (Penny Pennywise), 
Cinderella (Marie/Fairy Godmother), and 
Once on This Island (Erzlulie).  “Love to 
Munkee, Penguin, Grandpa Jordan, Marshy-
Pants McGee, MDA, Bacon, my family for 
their unconditional love and support, and 
my #1 fan, my Mom. NARM.”

Ali Jamal They/Them was last seen on 
stage during our 2025 Season in Jesus 
Christ Superstar (Judas Iscariot). Other 
credits include Avenue Q (Brian) with 
National Broadway Theatre, The Lightning 
Thief: The Percy Jackson Musical (Chiron/
Others) with Art 4, Newsies (Spot Conlon 
U/S Jack Kelly) at Kalamazoo Civic Theatre, 
Beauty and the Beast (Lumiere) at Center 
Stage Theatre, and many more. Ali went 
to Eastern Michigan University  and the 
Kalamazoo Center for the Healing Arts. 
They are currently a Massage Therapist 
who picks up Performing/Commercial/
Modeling Gigs when available. When not 
on stage, Ali enjoys playing pickleball at 
a competitive level, going to music/burn 
festivals, and being outdoors or on an 
adventure with friends. “Special thanks to 
my Partner, Tori, friends and family for all 
their love and support.”

Will Korest He/Him is back at Circle for 
another season! Will was last seen on 
stage for The Prom (Ensemble) and Jesus 
Christ Superstar (Peter). Other credits 
include Avenue Q (Nicky) with National 
Broadway Theatre. He is a 2024 graduate 
of Western Michigan University’s BFA 
acting program and has been perusing 
a career as a voice actor ever since! “A 
special thanks to my family, the love of 
my life Kay, as well as my besties Hailie, 
Andromeda, and James for their constant 
support. <3” 

Joey Parks He/Him was last on our stage 
in 2023 with Sweeney Todd (Ensemble) and 
we’re so happy to have him back! Other 
credits include Waitress (Dr. Pomatter), 
Beautiful: The Carole King Musical (Barry 
Mann), and Something Rotten (Nick 
Bottom) with Grand Rapids Civic Theatre. 
Joey graduated in 2017 from Grand Valley 
State University and currently works as a 
freelance software designer.

Gwen Saulino She/Her is making her 
Circle Theatre debut! However, she is no 
stranger to the stage and has numerous 
credits with Kalamazoo Civic Theatre, 
Delton ACT, and Thornapple Players. 
By day, Gwen is a Registered Medical 
Assistant working for Corewell Sleep 
Medicine. In her free time, she loves 
to sing, act, and babysit her two grand 
children.

Katie Walker She/Her is making her Circle 
Theatre debut! In fact, this is her first show 
EVER! Katie studied Vocal Performance 
at CMU for two years before pursuing 
cosmetology. She now works as an 
instructor at the Paul Mitchell School and 
behind the chair for Jude’s Barbershop. 
“Welcome and thank you to all my friends 
and family who made it here from hither 
and yon! Thank you all for supporting me 



WHO’S WHO | VOCALISTS
and making me feel so loved. A huge thank 
you to Josh and Kathy! You have been so 
amazing this entire process and I couldn’t 
have asked for better music directors for 
my first show!”

Emily Wallin-Kale She/Her is excited 
to be performing in her second Kickoff 
concert! Emily is originally from Detroit 
but moved to GR in 2016. She holds a 
BFA in Musical Theater Performance and 
is very active within the international 
cosplay community. When she isn’t 
onstage, Emily is sewing or playing video 
games. Emily has previously performed 
in The Prom (Ensemble), Austin Powers 
International Man of Mystery (Vocalist), 
and Jazz: Then and Now (Vocalist) at Circle 
Theatre. Make sure to catch her in Sister 
Act this September!



PRODUCTION STAFF

Kathy Gibson

Sam
Johnson-Begay

MUSICIANS

Josh Keller

Dirk Grasman Sam Verburg

Val Fischer

DIRECTOR............................................................................................KATHY GIBSON
MUSIC DIRECTOR.................................................................................JOSH KELLER 
ASSISTANT MUSIC DIRECTOR................................................HENRY VREDEVELT
STAGE MANAGER............................................................................DIRK GRASMAN
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR..............................................................KELSEY EDWARDS
LIGHTING DESIGNER & TECHNICIAN/ATD................................SAM VERBURG
COSTUME DESIGNER...........................................................................VAL FISCHER
SOUND DESIGNER & TECHNICIAN.............................SAM JOHNSON-BEGAY

KEYS 1/MUSIC DIRECTOR...........................................................................JOSHUA KELLER
KEYS 2/ASSISTANT MUSIC DIRECTOR...............................................HENRY VREDEVELT
GUITAR...........................................................................................................CHRIS HAMILTON
TROMBONE................................................................................................AARON HETTINGA
BASS............................................................................................................................CHRIS KOTI
DRUMS.....................................................................................................................MAK MATTIS
SAXOPHONE...............................................................................................GARY MCCOURRY
TRUMPET.............................................................................................JAMES “DOC” SAWYER



WHO’S WHO | PRODUCTION STAFF
Kathy Gibson She/Her (Director & 
Choreographer) has a long history 
with Circle. As a performer her favorite 
shows include Evita (Eva Peron), Chicago 
(Velma), I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now 
Change (Woman 1), and Passion (Fosca). 
As a concert artist, she performed with 
many regional bands and orchestras 
across the US and Central America. 
Favorite gigs include opening for The 
Shirelles, Bob Newhart, Jay Leno, and 
receptions for Presidents Bush, Ford, and 
Reagan. Previous directing credits at Circle 
include the shows Beehive, Baby, Disney’s 
Beauty & The Beast, Smokey Joe’s Cafe, and 
How To Succeed in Business...Trying. Circle 
concerts include Men of Motown, Made 
In The Mitten, Classic To Cosmopolitan, 
California Dreamin’, Uptown Funk, 
Bringing Sexy Back, Broadway Babes, We’ll 
Take You There, 21st Century Broadway, 
and Hello Sunshine: Songs of Summer. She 
is a graduate of Aquinas College in Jazz 
Performance, taught commercial music 
for many years, and is currently Director 
of Vocal Music for Western Michigan 
University’s Musical Theatre Program. 
When not performing, directing, or 
teaching, Kathy loves gardening, cooking, 
and traveling. “Special thanks to my groovy 
gals, Emma and Hanna, who always keep 
me laughing!” 

Josh Keller He/They (Music Director) has 
served in a variety of capacities at many of 
Grand Rapids community theaters, as well 
as professionally at Saugatuck Center for 
the Arts. Their most recent music director 
works include Beautiful, Kinky Boots, 
Jersey Boys, Legally Blonde and Little Shop 
of Horrors at Saugatuck Center for the 
Arts, as well as Mary Poppins and Beauty 
and the Beast and Grand Rapids Civic 
Theatre, with various concerts for Circle 
Theatre. When they’re not in theater, they 

teach privately at Keller Voice Studio, and 
they serve as accompanist for Western 
Michigan University’s MT program. 
They are grateful for each new chance 
to expand their skills, whether that be 
in theater, academia, and beyond. It has 
allowed them freedom of expression and 
so much support and friendship from 
those in this community.

Val Fischer She/Her (Costume Designer) 
is a long-time friend and community 
member of Circle Theatre. Val is a retired 
commercial construction news reporter 
who loves to travel, dabbles at gardening, 
loves to go antiquing, and enjoys sewing. 
She named her first Prius “Beauty” 
because she purchased it during the run 
of Circle Theatre’s Beauty and the Beast in 
2006. 

Dirk Grasman He/Him (Stage 
Manager) has a long history with Circle 
and has worked many backstage roles 
from dresser, deck crew, lights, assistant 
stage manager, and stage manager. Dirk 
has worked for Meijer for 28 years and 
has worked with the many community 
theatres here in GR for many years. He 
is the stage manager for Circle’s 2026 
Summer Concert Series!

Sam Johnson-Begay He/Him (Sound 
Designer/Technician) has been 
involved with 300+ productions in the 
Midwest since 2001. He is the resident 
Sound Designer for Grand Rapids Civic 
Theatre.  Sam has also designed for 
GVSU Opera, Mason Street Warehouse, 
Actors’ Theatre, Heritage Theatre, Jewish 
Theatre, Ebony Road Players and many 
area schools and colleges. Some favorite 
designs include Les Misérables, Sister Act, 
Shrek, and Newsies for Grand Rapids Civic 
Theatre; Freaky Friday, Carrie, and Tick Tick 



WHO’S WHO | PRODUCTION STAFF
for Circle Theatre; American Idiot, If/Then, 
Burnt Part Boys and 100 Days for Actors’ 
Theatre. Sam has won three Grand 
Awards for Outstanding Sound Design. 
“For Dez and Ean, all my love, always.”

Sam Verburg They/He (Lighting 
Designer/Technician) is back for another 
season at Circle Theatre, serving in various 
capacities as a Lighting Designer, Master 
Electrician, and Assistant Technical 
Director for 2026. Past lighting credits 
include Lighting Designer for Jesus Christ 
Superstar (Circle Theatre), The Flying 
Lovers of Vitebsk (Jewish Theater Grand 
Rapids), Dracula: A Comedy of Terrors 
(GRCC Players), Next to Normal (Aquinas 
College), and Kill Move Paradise (GRCC 
Players). This is Sam’s third season as 
an ATD and seventh season as Master 
Electrican. We are so happy to have them!





Rainbow Connection Lyrics
Why are there so many songs about rainbows
And what’s on the other side?
Rainbows are visions, but only illusions
And rainbows have nothing to hide

So we’ve been told, and some choose to believe it
I know they’re wrong, wait and see
Someday we’ll find it, the rainbow connection
The lovers, the dreamers, and me

Who said that every wish would be heard and answered
When wished on the morning star?
Somebody thought of that, and someone believed it
Look what it’s done so far

What’s so amazing that keeps us stargazing
And what do we think we might see?
Someday we’ll find it, the rainbow connection
The lovers, the dreamers, and me

All of us under its spell
We know that it’s probably magic

Have you been half asleep, and have you heard voices?
I’ve heard them calling my name
Is this the sweet sound that calls the young sailors?
The voice might be one and the same

I’ve heard it too many times to ignore it
It’s something that I’m supposed to be
Someday we’ll find it, the rainbow connection
The lovers, the dreamers, and me
La-da-da-de-da-da-do
La-da-da-da-da-de-da-do

SING-ALONG WITH US!


